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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2017 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, since 
1983, the U.S. Congress and the German 
Bundestag and Bundesrat have conducted an 
annual exchange program for staff members 
from both countries. The program gives pro-
fessional staff the opportunity to observe and 
learn about each other’s political institutions 
and interact on issues of mutual interest. 

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress 
will be selected to visit Germany for ten days 
from Friday, May 26–Sunday, June 4, 2017. 
During this ten day exchange, the delegation 
will attend meetings with Bundestag/Bundesrat 
Members, Bundestag and Bundesrat party 
staff members, and representatives of numer-
ous political, business, academic, and media 
agencies. 

A comparable delegation of German staff 
members will visit the United States for ten 
days Saturday, April 29–Sunday May 7, 2017. 
They will attend similar meetings here in 
Washington. 

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the 
United States, and is one of several exchange 
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to 
foster better understanding of the politics and 
policies of both countries. This exchange is 
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can 
contribute to the success of the exchange on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States. 

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need 
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The 
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a 
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern 
to the United States and Germany such as, 
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care, 
and other social policy issues. This year’s del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world 
events. 

Please note that the U.S. participants are 
expected to plan and implement the meetings 
and program for the Bundestag/Bundesrat 
staff members when they visit the United 
States. 

Participants are selected by a committee 
composed of personnel from the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State and past participants of the ex-
change. 

Members of the House and Senate who 
would like a member of their staff to apply for 

participation in this year’s program should di-
rect them to submit a resume and cover letter 
in which they state their qualifications, the 
contributions they can make to a successful 
program and some assurances of their ability 
to participate during the time stated. 

Applications should be sent to the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, HC–4, the Capitol, 
by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28, 2017. 
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO 
MATERNITY CARE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 9, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 315, the bipartisan Improving 
Access to Maternity Care Act which I was 
pleased to introduce with Representative BUR-
GESS. 

Today, millions of expectant mothers in rural 
and underserved areas in our country face 
lengthy wait times and have to travel long dis-
tances to receive maternity care. Without ade-
quate care, they are at increased risk for com-
plications and their newborns are at higher 
risk to endure health problems. Access to ma-
ternal health care professionals including OB– 
GYNs and midwives is a critical component of 
consistent, high-quality maternal health care 
from conception through birth. 

In my home state of California there are 
only 4,856 OB–GYNs according to the Pew 
Charitable Trust, for almost 40 million resi-
dents, a shortage which can result in dan-
gerous health risks and long-term con-
sequences for new mothers and their babies. 

I’m proud to support H.R. 315, which takes 
an important first step toward meeting the 
growing need for maternal health care profes-
sionals across our country. By directing the 
collection of data about current access to ma-
ternity care, this legislation will identify the ge-
ographic regions of our country that face 
shortages in maternal health care profes-
sionals and will eventually result in the dis-
tribution of maternal health care professionals, 
including doctors and midwives to areas of the 
country where the full scope of their medical 
practice can be utilized and where they are 
needed most. This bill makes important 
progress toward ensuring that all Americans, 
expectant and new mothers have access to 
the healthcare they need and deserve. 

f 

EDWARD C. McNAMARA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Edward C. McNamara for 

his many years of outstanding service with the 
National Ski Patrol. 

The National Ski Patrol (NSP), the largest 
winter rescue organization, is a federally char-
tered nonprofit membership association dedi-
cated to serving the public and the mountain 
recreation industry. For 75 years, the NSP has 
been on the forefront of safety and emergency 
care education programs. 

Ed McNamara, a retired U.S. Army National 
Guard Colonel, has served on federal, state 
and local emergency medical and Homeland 
Security advisory committees. He is a nation-
ally registered Paramedic and has been de-
ployed with federal disaster medical teams re-
sponding to national emergencies. 

Ed began his tenure with the NSP in 1979 
when he became a patroller with the Watatic 
Mountain Ski Patrol in Ashby, Massachusetts. 
Over the years, Ed has held several leader-
ship positions including Outdoor Emergency 
Care Instructor, National Outdoor Emergency 
Care Director and Board Chair of the National 
Ski Patrol. He recently received the pres-
tigious Minnie Dole award. This award is one 
of NSP’s most rarely given awards, which rec-
ognizes those exceptional few patrollers who 
exemplify the long-term dedication, devotion, 
and self-sacrifice of the founder of the NSP, 
Charles Minot ‘‘Minnie’’ Dole. 

Ed has worked passionately over the years 
to improve outdoor safety care which is re-
flected in his exemplary contributions as Chief 
Editor of the Outdoor Emergency Care Manual 
5th Edition. This teaching manual provides a 
road map for national practices and proce-
dures for outdoor safety care. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to Edward 
McNamara for his dedication to the continuing 
education and safety of the snow sport indus-
try. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DR. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy 
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty. 
Dr. King’s life and, unfortunately, his untimely 
death, remind us that we must continually 
work to secure and protect our freedoms. In 
his courage to act, his willingness to meet 
challenges, and his ability to achieve, Dr. King 
embodied all that is good and true in the battle 
for liberty. 

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens 
of communities throughout our nation. It lives 
on in the people whose actions reflect the 
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help 
move our country into the future. I am honored 
to rise today to recognize several individuals 
from Indiana’s First Congressional District who 
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